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INTRODUCTION
No industry can match the
production feats accomplished
by the American farmer. His
willingness to adopt the most
sophisticated chemical, horticul-
tural, and mechanical techniques
has resulted in the development
of the most efficient agricultural
system in the world. It is in-
deed a paradox that the indus-
try whose accomplishments are
a major factor in this country
maintaining its dominant world
position s h o u 1 d be suffering
grave economic reverses. These
reverses would seem to point the
way to the elimination of those
very elements which catapulted
American agriculture to its pin-
nacle of greatness.
Any symposium on Agricul-
ture and the Law can only
scratch the surface of the socio-
economic-legal problems which
beset the farmer. One can only
hope to create an awareness
which will prompt the members
of the bar to more fully explore
those problems which, at first
glance, may appear too indivi-
dual or economically insignifi-
cant to have a national impact.
Representative Hamilton sets
out those many subtle considera-
tions that a legislator most cer-
tainly must have in the back of
his mind while considering acre-
age controls, soil bank programs
and commodity diversion and
dumping programs. One also be-
comes quickly aware of the fact
that the untold funds budgeted
for the Department of Agricul-
ture are far from the sole do-
main of the American farmer.
Professor Beck and Mr. New-
gren provide a rare experience
in the way of a crystal clear
view into the inner administra-
tive workings of the Garrison
Diversion Unit of the Missouri
River Basin project. This
straight-forward article sets out
the organizational and functional
relationships of t h e various
agencies and governmental units
that are or will be established
with the introduction of large
scale irrigation into North Da-
kota.
Corporate farming and its al-
ternatives are timely topics in
North Dakota as the state is the
scene of a lively battle over the
wisdom of the state's long stand-
ing anti-corporate farming stat-
ute. Mr. Pearson points out
some of the fallacies which may
exist in the argument that North
Dakota's cooperative law pro-
vides an acceptable substitute
for farm incorporation.
No symposium issue would be
complete without giving consid-
eration to the problem of col-
lective bargaining in the sale of
agricultural products. Mr. Lem-
on's treatment of the topic
should provide the rural prac-
titioner and legislator alike with
a sound historical base as well
as the current state of the col-
lective bargaining problem.
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